
Packing Day: 
Meal Preparation 

Project
St. Pius X High School

Community Service



2

Summary
● Each year, the student council at St. Pius teams up with the school’s 

community service club, known as the Making a Difference Against 
Hunger Club in order to put on the annual St. Pius Packing Day. 

● Packing Day is a massive operation which requires a full year of 
dedicated preparation in order to accomplish everything. 

● For one day, students at St. Pius, as well as hundreds of elementary 
and middle school students from the parochial schools, convene on 
campus to package the dry ingredients for 200,000 meals.

●  This massive undertaking requires months of dedicated preparation in 
order to make an impact on our local, national, and even international 
communities. 

● The students from MADAH and the student council are tasked with 
raising $20,000 each school year in order to complete the project. 
Food is ordered from Food for Kidz, an organization that works to 
facilitate projects such as our very own Packing Day with schools 
across the country. 

● This project impacts lives all across the United States each year and 
would not be possible without the dedication and passion of the 
students involved. 



GOAL
Our goal is to involve the St. Pius X community and the 

parochial schools in a city-wide initiative to help provide food 
to hundreds of thousands of people in need all across the 

state, country, and world, all while bringing the true 
community spirit of the school to life through collaboration, 

dedication, strength, and love. 



Packing Day
● Actual preparations begin the night before, in which students stay after 

school for several hours in order to set up the main and auxiliary gyms 
at St. Pius where Packing Day is held. 

● Studentsunload truckloads of food, set up dozens of tables, prepare 
scales, bins, scoops, extension cords, funnels, bags, and set up the 
gyms in a very specific way in order to maintain an efficient and safe 
environment for everyone involved. 

● Designated leaders from MADAH and Student Council explain to each 
incoming group of volunteers exactly what they will be doing after 
ensuring that everyone is equipped with hand sanitizer, gloves, and hair 
nets. 

● Demonstrations are given so that each volunteer knows how to 
correctly and safely perform the tasks they are assigned to. 

● At any point in the day, there could be between 80 to 250 students in 
the gyms, working on the project. 

● Student Council and MADAH members stay in the gyms sealing bags, 
filling boxes, packing and storing unused food, and cleaning the two 
gyms. These wonderful students work tirelessly for hours in order to 
ensure that everything flows smoothly and effectively.



MADAH and student council are 
responsible for planning and 

carrying out several fundraisers in 
order to pay for the ingredients that 

will be packaged. The fundraisers 
include sponsoring dress-up weeks 
in which students pay $1 in order to 
dress up with each day's dedicated 

theme. The students also put on 
Pizza fundraisers, selling pizza and 
sodas on special short school days. 

This year, MADAH and student 
council will host the Winter Ball 

dance as a final fundraiser for the 
2023 Packing Day. 

Planning Another fundraiser is the annual 
Pre-Easter season collections, in 

which students are asked to donate 
as a part of community almsgiving. 
This past year, the Freshmen class 

were very generous with their 
donations, raising over $400.  They 
were given the opportunity to help 
MADAH and Student Council the 

entire day, not just for a single class 
period. MADAH and the Student 
Council also fill out a request to 

receive raffle money from the annual 
St. Pius raffle.



In the past, food from Packing Day has been sent to various food 
banks and shelters in New Mexico, such as various Saint Vincent de 
Paul pantries throughout New Mexico, Saint Felix Pantry, 
StoreHouse, and the Rio Grande Food Project. This past April, a few 
organizations Packing Day benefited were local Catholic Charities 
and  the Barrett House. Furthermore, food has been sent to various 
locations for relief, most recently Ukraine. Beyond that, some of the 
food is sent back to Food for Kidz in Minnesota, to be used on an 
as-needed basis. MADAH and Student Council consider where 
there is great need in order to ensure that the food can truly make 
an impact on the recipients.
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